
 

Designer Drugs Imported Legally in Large Quantities
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Large amounts of designer drugs are being imported into the United States legally, CBS
News reported recently.

The drugs include synthetic marijuana, known as Spice. Drug Enforcement Administration Special
Agent Doug Coleman says China is the main source of these drugs. CBS News found a Chinese
manufacturer online that sells chemical compounds. The company offered to ship two pounds of
synthetic marijuana for $2,500.

While Spice and several other synthetic drugs were outlawed by the federal government last year,
chemists have been evading the law by continually coming up with chemical compounds that are
slightly different from the ones that have been banned. Coleman says U.S. Customs authorities
cannot stop imports of compounds that are still legal.

"It's like whack a mole," he told CBS News. "They pop their head up, we hit them, they go down
and then they pop their head up in another spot. It's always a cat-and-mouse game. This is just a
more advanced type of cat-and-mouse because now we've got chemists manufacturing synthetic
drugs as opposed to cartel members trafficking heroin, or coke, or methamphetamine."

Another synthetic drug that has been growing in popularity is Molly, or Ecstasy. Emergency room
visits related to Molly rose 128 percent among people younger than 21 between 2005 and 2011,
according to a new government report.

Drugs, legal and illegal, are consumed across cultures, and are used for a wide variety of
reasons, including, in the case of prescription drugs, to promote health. However, illegal drugs
play a very different role in our society and the effect they have those who use them. Click here
to gain a great Understanding of Drugs and Drug Dependence.
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